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Annual Membership Meeting - February 23rd, 2011

A Welcome Reception was held for duration of 45
minutes prior to the opening of the 2011 Annual
Membership Meeting. Cocktails were enjoyed during
this time.

At 6:15 PM, Ron Lavender, as first Vice President,
called to order the 51st General Membership Meeting of
Friends of Acapulco, Inc. He was very happy to inform
the attendees that Marila Baca had agreed to continue
as President for the coming year and congratulated her
for her dedication to the Friends and for the marvelous
job she has done throughout her years of service. The
audience gave the President a big round of applause for
such great news.

WELCOME MESSAGE OFFERED BY THE
PRESIDENT

Mrs. Marila Baca greeted everyone and on behalf
of the Board of Directors extended a warm and cordial
welcome to the Fifty-first Annual Meeting.

She then said: “It is important to inform members
and non-members, in this meeting, that even though
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2010 was a difficult year for everyone, we did receive
donations mainly from our members and the
foundations that have shown confidence in Friends of
Acapulco, Incorporated to help the needy children.”
Mrs. Baca added that she is very proud to state that not
only has Friends of Acapulco accomplished its goals,
but has surpassed its own expectations as shown in
the reports presented by the Directors at the Annual
Meeting.

The president commended our sponsors for their
cooperation who without any form of remuneration
have been helping the organization throughout the
years. Of course, Yoli of Acapulco and Coca Cola,
EiCano Hotel, Bacardi, Manuel Ramos (the in-house
photographer), and the media who have always been
present and who continuously give Amigos the
promotion it needs. Mrs. Baca thanked the members
whose generous and continued donations have enabled
Friends of Acapulco to provide help for capital
improvements for the Homes and to sustain the
scholarship, cancer, medical service and medicine
programs, among others.

Mrs. Baca proceeded with the agenda:



Annual Membership Meeting - February 23rd, 2011

VERIFICATION OF QUORUM.

A total of 60 members had paid their dues for the
current year 2011. In this 51st Annual Meeting quorum
was met with 55 members present, out of a total of 150
members in good standing. The organization’s bylaws
establish that a minimum of 10% of members are
required to consider the meeting as official.

The President mentioned how nice it was to see
some new faces that had accepted the invitation to this
evening’s meeting with the idea that they familiarize
themselves with The Friends of Acapulco and that they
understand the organization’s mission to help the most
needy children of the city of Acapulco.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The proposed Agenda was displayed on
the screen and Mrs. Baca asked the audience to
study it, giving people time to read through it
and asked the members in attendance to raise
their hands to show approval of the proposed
agenda, and if they so desired, to propose

changes or additions.
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No changes were proposed, so the President
called for a motion on the adoption of the Agenda and it
was unanimously adopted. The President moved on to
the next item.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
PRESENTED BY RON LAVENDER

Mr. Ron Lavender reported that the minutes
of the meeting held Wednesday, February 24th,
2010, were mailed to all the members during the
month of October, 2010. He mentioned that if
anyone had failed to receive them there were
copies on-hand or the minutes could be mailed
to whomever requested them and also said that
2010 minutes are also available on the web site:
www.friendsacapulco.com.

Ron invited the members who received the
minutes to be so kind as to ask any questions
they might have. As no questions were raised,
he requested approval of the minutes of last
year’s Annual Meeting by a show of hands.
Members present approved the motion and the
meeting moved on according to the agenda.
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Mrs. Baca asked the committees to present
their reports for the period of January through
December 31, 2010, as well as the Projections
for 2011.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEE
CHAIRPERSONS

ORPHANAGE FUNDING COMMITTEE
PRESENTED BY MARILU BACA

President Marilad informed those present
that she had been working very hard during
these years and that each Home has been
submitting a list of funding proposals specifying
in detail how they intend to utilize the funds
that are granted for the Homes to become a
better environment for the children.

SALVATION ARMY HOME (55 children)
$185,685.90 Pesos or $14,854.88 USD

This amount represents expenses:

*Medical services and medicines
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*Food provisions

*Paint (entire house was painted)
*Renovated van for 30 children
*Waterproofed roof

*Christmas bonus

ACAPULCO CHILDREN’S HOME (65 Children)
$189,911.10 pesos or $15,192.89 USD

Friends of Acapulco continues to work
hand in hand with the Directors to make further

improvements in the facilities. These
improvements have also enhanced the children’s
health.

*Food provisions

*Medical services and medicines

*Nissan pick up truck

*Aluminum windows

*Constructed stairs for the missionaries and the
computer building

*Christmas bonus

FATHER ANGEL’S HOME FOR BOYS AND GIRLS
(25 children) $12,086.00 Pesos or $966.88 USD

This was done as a tribute to Padre Angel
for having the vision to help the orphaned and
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abandoned children of Acapulco and the
surrounding region for many years.

*Medical services and medicines

*Scholarships

*Christmas Bonus

MARSH HOME (60 Children) $143,065.83 Pesos
or $11,445.27USD

The mission of this Home is to offer a better
shelter where needy and homeless children can
live, receive food, medical attention, education
and love.

*Carpentry work
*Electrical material
*Waterproofing

*60 bedspreads

*Cleaning supplies
*Repair cold storage room
*Food provisions
*Christmas bonus

AMANC (65 Children -variable) $6,735.00 Pesos
$538.80 USD
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Friends of Acapulco has been working with
AMANC since August 2010. This Home
accommodates the children and their main
caregiver from Monday to Friday. The children
come to this home to receive their treatment for
cancer. Most of them are from Acapulco and the
surrounding neighborhoods. Friends of Acapulco
is very proud of these children for showing such
strength through extremely difficult times while
dealing with the disease and its treatment.

*Television
*Cleaning supplies

The children now have a television and the
cleaning supplies they requested. It is important
for this home to be in very clean condition for it
to operate and treat the children properly.

Mrs. Baca reiterated that this is one of the
Basic Programs of our Association, committed
to improving the lives of children who
unfortunately have Cancer.

FRIENDS OF ACAPULCO received a big hand
of applause for all these accomplishments.

President Marila Baca gave the floor to the next
chairperson to continue with the agenda.
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PEDIATRIC CANCER HOSPITAL
PRESENTED BY RON LAVENDER

Ron began by reporting that the Friends of
Acapulco still works closely with Dra. Ana Bertha
Rivera from the State Cancer Hospital to ensure that
the organization’s financial support for children with
cancer is directed to where it will do the most good.

He stated that “if our generous members were to
increase their donations, not only would we be able to
help the State Cancer Hospital with the purchase of
more needed supplies that are utilized in the operation
of the Aphaeresis blood device, but could do a lot for
the AMANC Home where the children, and their parents,
who are from poor neighborhoods in the state of

Guerreroy stay in Acapulco during their treatment.”

This Home is AMANC (Acapulco's Mexican Association
for Children with Cancer).

During 2010, we began helping this Home where
the children with cancer stay so they can get their
treatment at the State Cancer Institute. Amigos has
provided funding so they can purchase necessary

cleaning supplies.
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Following the agenda, Mrs. Crofton was invited to
continue with the next report.

FREE MEDICAL CARE & FREE MEDICINES
FOR ORPHANAGES, PRESENTED
BY BERTHA LUZ CROFTON

Bertha Luz greeted the audience and thanked
everyone in advance for their kind attention. She
reported that the Healthy Child Program provides a
complete medical examination to each child newly
admitted to the Homes. The goal is to identify any
serious medical problems upon their arrival, to
diagnose and treat all contagious diseases, to prevent
infections from being passed on to other children.

Mrs. Crofton went on to report that all youngsters
who reside in the children’s homes supported by the
Friends of Acapulco are entitled to free medical care
and free medicines paid by the Association.

During the course of the last year, Friends of
Acapulco received periodic status reports from Doctor
Horacio Orozco, the staff physician, who stated that he
was delighted to report that he did not encounter any

major medical problems in the children he had seen.
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His caseload focused on routine tasks like abrasions,
vaccinations and severe colds.

Bertha Luz said that it was gratifying to
share the story of Alejandro Carpio Lorenzo, a young
boy, who has been under the care of “Casa Hogar”
since he was seven years old. Because he has had
problems with his vision, last year he had cornea
replacement surgery in one eye and is presently in
recovery - unable to study until he is fully recovered. In
May of this year, he will have cornea replacement
surgery in his other eye. Friends of Acapulco has been
providing him with medicine in the interim.

Now, at age nineteen, Alejandro has graduated
from High School as a Clinical Laboratory Technician
and will soon embark on his studies to become a
Biochemical Engineer. He is a young man with a great
desire to succeed.

Bertha Luz also updated the members on the
status of José Miguel Saldana Albarran who has been
receiving assistance from Amigos since he received a
transplant and is now able to hear and is speaking a
few words. Amigos has been fully covering all travel
expenses when he has to go to Mexico City to continue

with his therapy, a long and complicated process.
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Members were highly encouraged by
these words and there was a warm ovation for
these actions by the Association.

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE PRESENTED
BY BERTHA LUZ CROFTON

As all our members know, the Scholarship
program of Friends of Acapulco is key to the
organization’s core mission which is to open the doors
of opportunity for needy children who deserve this help.
Currently there are 25 children enrolled in this program.

The monthly stipends that are provided
underwrite part of the living expenses of our students.
This support enables them to complete their studies,
either at the high school or university level.

At present, 15 of the 25 scholarship students
reside in one of the four local orphanages. The
organization hopes to increase this number next year.

The total expenses incurred by the Scholarship
Program in the year 2010 rose to $16,000.00 US DLLS.

Mrs. Baca thanked Bertha Luz for delivering this
report and invited Don Hoglund to proceed with his
presentation.

12



Annual Membership Meeting - February 23rd, 2011

CHILDREN’S FESTIVITIES
PRESENTED BY DON HOGLUND

As it has done every year, Friends of
Acapulco hosted an entire day of fun, sun and
recreation devoted to the kids from the four
orphanages that we support.

A total of 195 youngsters gathered at CICI
Water Park for swimming, games and roller
coaster rides. The children were totally thrilled
by the fabulous dolphin show and the new bird
show. They had a great and tasty Ilunch
complete with hamburgers, French fries and
sodas.

Also, this is the first time the Acapulco’s
Gardening Club invited the children from the
Homes to participate in their “Guardian
Ambiental” summer course, which was held at
the Botanical Garden. The kids had a great time
and became more conscious about their
environment and learned about the global trend
toward Eco-Friendly living. Don thanked the
members of the Club for thinking of our
youngsters and trusting us. “iIt is a blessing that
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is much appreciated by this group of children,”
said Mr. Hoglund.

HOMECOMING MEETING
PRESENTED BY DON HOGLUND

Friends of Acapulco hosted the
Homecoming Meeting on Monday, January 17th,
2011 in “El Timén” Ballroom, of the EICano
Hotel.

This annual celebration is designed to
welcome our members back to Acapulco and to
invite prospective members to join our
Organization.

it was wonderful to have hosted a total
of 65 guests for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres.

Thanks to the generosity of all the
attendees, Friends of Acapulco, A.C. collected
membership dues for 2011 amounting to more
than $12,000 USD.

People present gave a big round of

applause for this news and the meeting moved
to the next item of the agenda.

14



Annhual Membership Meeting - February 23rd, 2011

GALA DINNER PRESENTED
BY BERTHA LUZ CROFTON

Our Gala Dinner was held in the
magnificent home of Mr. Joe Palumbo, who very
graciously made his home available to the
Friends for this very important event. Everyone
enjoyed the spectacular view of the beautiful
bay of Acapulco.

All our guests arrived in time for the
cocktail party and greeted friends they hadn’t
seen in a while. Julia Villasefior, a very talented
singer accompanied by an excellent pianist, set
the mood for the pleasant atmosphere during the
cocktail party.

The superb and outstanding dinner was
catered by the Hotel El Cano and enjoyed by all.

Dinner was accompanied by a magnificent
group of musicians, who are part of the
Philharmonic Orchestra. They performed
delightful popular romantic music.

After dinner, Mrs. Marilu Baca welcomed
everyone to this very special evening and said

15,
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that we appreciate very much that members
come back year after year.

“You are the backbone of this Association
and thanks to your generous contribution these
deserving youngsters learn to overcome the
personal hardships that they have endured.
They do need us; we are like parents protecting
them, giving them a home with a warm bed, food
for a great meal, medicines to be healthy,
education to become professionals,” said the
President.

Mrs. Baca stated: “The most gratifying
aspect of our work is to watch these children
grow up and become responsible adults; like
new butterflies taking flight for the very first
time; our financial support gives these
youngsters the wings to fly on their own. | thank
all our members for giving us the resources to
be able to continue with all this work God bless
all of you.”

Ron Lavender thanked everyone for their
presence at this event and said he was very glad
to see so many familiar faces. He said that it
was incredible that this was our 51st
Anniversary and asked who could have imagined
that the years would go by so fast and that we
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